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Reading a Map 
Absolute and Relative Location 

Know Your Cardinal 
Directions 

Dividing Lines of the Map 
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Latitude 

�  Lines that run horizontally on map 

�  They can be NORTH of the Equator or SOUTH of the 
Equator 

�  There are 90 degrees to the North, and 90 to the South 

�  When giving absolute location coordinates, list these 
first 

Longitude 

�  These run vertically on the map 

�  They can be EAST of the Prime Meridian or West of 
the Prime Meridian 

�  There are 180 degrees to the East, and 180 degrees to 
the West (then you run into the International Date 
Line) 

�  When writing coordinates, list these second 


