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PSYC 101 
LIBRARY INSTRUCTION 

Shelly Grace 
McFarland Library 
September 12, 2012 

Today’s instruction will include 
 

• PsychInfo 
• ProQuest Psychology Journals 
• The answer to the question:  

Why not just use the Internet? 
 

What are PsychInfo and 
ProQuest Psychology Journals 

Because 
I already know what the Internet 
is and I LIKE IT!! 

We call these Databases 



4/30/14	
  

2	
  

Database: 
A collection of information stored in an 
electronic format that can be searched 
by a computer. 
 
*Instruction for Diverse Populations Multilingual Glossary: Definitions. Association of 
College and Research Libraries. 
 
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/about/sections/is/projpubs/definitions.pdf. 
Retrieved 9/28/2010/ 

 

Two ways to find the database you want to use: 

Subject  
Guides 
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A to Z  
list of  
Databases 

PsychINFO 
Basic Search 

What you need to know: 
• How to search a database:  

 by keyword or subject  
• How to narrow your results:  

 by subject, year, 
 academic/scholarly/peer 
 reviewed articles 

• How to save your searches: 
 create an account 

• Find the full-text of articles 



4/30/14	
  

4	
  

PsychINFO 

Keyword search for “depression”  
Too broad?? 

Narrow your 
search 

What does that mean??  
Maybe you don’t need 
articles from 1632?? 

Maybe you only need peer  
reviewed articles? 

Maybe there is more than one 
type of depression? 

Limiting for date and peer review 
cuts the results by over 100,000 

Limiting by subject reduces the 
list of results further 
to less than 1,000 



4/30/14	
  

5	
  

Continue to choose limiters to reduce the number of results further 

The brief article record? 

Title 

Publication information 

Subjects 

Folder option 

Full-Text  
(if available) 

Search other databases for full-text 

Abstract 
Keywords (not subjects?) 

Title 
Full-Text 
(if avaliable) Folder option 

The Full Article Record 

Extras!! 
Abstract 
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Save your searches by 
creating an account 

Again, a large list of results! 
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Some of the same limiters 
They just look different 
 
AND they are on the right  
instead of the left 

You can choose what to include and what to exclude 

What’s in the record? 

Title 

Publication information 

Full-Text 
(if available) Mark the record to 

save or send 



4/30/14	
  

8	
  

Title 

Publication Information 

Full-Text 
(if available) 

Search other databases 
for full-text 

Abstract 

But what about  
the Internet? 

http://lifehacker.com/5814100/the-problem-with-your-google-search-results-and-
what-you-can-do-about-it 


