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Understanding	  the	  Israeli-‐Palestinian	  Conflict	  
	  
	  
1)	  After	  the	  collapse	  of	  the	  Ottoman	  Empire,	  something	  had	  to	  be	  done	  with	  the	  territory.	  
Britain	  made	  three	  different	  (and	  conflicting)	  agreements:	  
	  
	   a)	  Agreement	  between	  Britain	  &	  Sharif	  Hussein:	  
	   	  
	  
	  

b)	  Agreement	  between	  France	  Britain:	  
	   	  
	  
	  

c)	  Balfour	  agreement	  w/Jewish	  people:	  
	  
	  
	  
2)	  What	  group	  made	  the	  final	  decision	  as	  to	  what	  to	  do	  with	  the	  region	  after	  the	  collapse	  of	  the	  
Ottoman	  Empire?	  
	  
3)	  Problems	  with	  the	  borderlines	  that	  were	  drawn	  between	  countries:	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
4)	  As	  soon	  as	  these	  country	  divisions	  were	  created,	  Jews	  started	  migrating	  into	  the	  area	  that	  
was	  to	  become	  Israel.	  The	  British,	  who	  were	  in	  charge	  of	  taking	  care	  of	  the	  area	  until	  Israel	  
could	  stand	  on	  its	  own	  two	  feet,	  were	  trying	  to	  limit	  the	  number	  of	  Jews	  moving	  into	  the	  area.	  
Why?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
5)	  May	  14,	  1948,	  marks	  the	  beginning	  of	  the	  country	  of	  Israel	  with	  the	  signing	  of	  this	  document:	  
	  



6)	  Palestinians	  were	  given	  two	  “chunks”	  of	  land	  inside	  the	  country	  of	  Israel.	  What	  are	  they	  
called?	  
	  
	  
	  
7)	  As	  soon	  as	  Israel	  was	  officially	  its	  own	  country	  in	  1948,	  Palestinians	  were	  immediately	  
granted	  citizenship	  and	  the	  right	  to	  vote.	  However,	  they	  also	  experienced	  these	  negatives:	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
8)	  What	  happened	  the	  very	  next	  day	  after	  Israel	  became	  a	  country	  (May	  15,	  1948)?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
9)	  Between	  the	  years	  1947-‐1949,	  over	  700,000	  Palestinians	  fled	  Israel.	  Why	  did	  they	  leave	  
(note,	  there	  are	  two	  different	  sides	  to	  this	  explanation)	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
10)	  In	  1967	  Israel	  attacked	  what	  two	  areas	  and	  claimed	  them	  for	  their	  own?	  


